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By Robin Tierney
Special to The Examiner

“Celestial Pelvises”? No, it’s 
not a band. It’s a sparkly surgi-
cal-wired salvo in Modern Love, a 
new mind-pinching show at D.C.’s 
National Museum of Women in the 
Arts.

Modern Love presents 55 con-
temporary works donated by 
Heather and Tony Podesta, who 
forgo pretty for provocative. Con-
sider that the above-referenced 
mobile previously decorated the 
collectors’ dining room.

Head-turners include Cathy 
de Monchaux’s “Red” and “Don’t 
Touch My Waist,” which elicit a 
domino effect of affect: intrigue, 
fascination, discomfort, repulsion. 
“Red” — made of tufted velvet, 
leather straps, and metal studs 
and clamps — triggers a game 
of “what is it?” Cap, arachnid, 
portal, orifi ce, oracle? Organic or 
mechanic, erotic or gory? 

The powerful body imagery is 
counterbalanced by less graphic 
but equally suggestive fare.

Sabrina Mezzaqui has decorated 
panels of clear acetate sheets with 
thousands of dots using a white 
felt-tip pen. These entrancing 
curtains suggest fallout from the 
quest for domestic bliss: perfec-
tionism and obsession.

In her neo-Netherlandish 
paintings, Tanja Rector obscures 

domestic encounters with veils 
of off-white pigment. Switching 
media, she also canned the sar-
donic jars of “Preserve.”

Other counterconventional 
offerings include “Blue Shift,” for 
which car and motorcycle custom-
izer L.C. Armstrong used a lighted 
fi recracker in place of brush. In the 
video “Fall,” Charlotte Gyllenham-
mar points her camera straight up 
at a woman suspended by her feet, 
skirt folds encircling her head. 
Look down: The hopelessness 
of her frightful plight is literally 
underscored by a ground-level 
component of the installation.

Sticking out like a sore thumb 
— rather, a soothing thumb — is 
what could pass as an outtake from 
a fashion shoot. “Where Do We 
Go From Here?” depicts a perfor-
mance piece about adventurous, 

accident-prone waifs who require 
rescue by “The Mod Squad.” 
Okaaay. The creative team, which 
designed the arty apparel, goes 
by Icelandic Love Corporation. If 
you’re now plagued by an earworm 
of some long-forgotten song, you’re 
not alone.

Modern Love is no place to 
take a date or the kids. But it will 
set thoughts, if not heart, afl ut-
ter.

Modern Love: Public displays of affl iction
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If you go
‘Modern Love: Gifts to the Col-
lection From Heather and Tony 
Podesta’

»  VENUE: National Museum of 
Women in the Arts; 1250 New 
York Ave. NW

»  COST:$10 for adults, $8 for se-
niors 60 and older and students, 
and free for youth 18 and under

»  INFO: 202-783-5000; nmwa.org

Name: Examiner House Ads; Width: 58p6; Depth: 6.5 in; Color: Black plus three; File Name: 97488-0; Comment: GAS GIVE AWAY; Zone: 
DCSC

Name: Warner Brothers; Width: 22p9.6; Depth: 5 
in; Color: Black; File Name: 97607-0; Comment: 
MOVIES:JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE 
EART; Zone: DCSC

Late-breaking news 24/7  dcexaminer.com


